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Special to The New York Times 


WASHINGTON , April 16— 
Following is a statement is- 
sued today by the Defense 
Department on the American 
reconnaissance plane lost 
yesterday off. North Korea. 
All times mentioned are 
Eastern standard time . 

On Monday, April 14, at 
approximately 5 P.M., a four- 
engine propeller-driven Navy 
EC-121 aircraft took off from 
its base at Atsugi, Japan, for 
a reconnaissance mission in 
the Sea of Japan. The aircraft 
had 30 Navy personnel and 
one Marine enlisted man 
aboard. It was unarmed and 
its mission was a routine re- 
connaissance track over in- 
ternational waters. 

During the first three 
months of 1969 there were 
190 flights similar in nature 
flown in this general area. 
Standing instructions for this 
kind of mission were that the 
air-craft was not to approach 
closer than 40 nautical miles 
to the coast of North Korea. 
In this particular instance the 
aircraft commander was un- 
der orders from CINCPACFLT 
(Commander in Chief, Pacific 
Fleet] to approach no closer 
than 50 nautical miles to the 
coast of North Korea. 

Communication With Base 

During its mission there 
were communications be- 
tween the aircraft and its 
base. From a variety of sourc- 
es, some of them sensitive, 
we were able to confirm that 
at all times during its mission 


the aircraft was far outside 
any claimed territorial air 
space of North Korea. 

All evidence now available 
to us, including North Korean 
claims and debris sighting, 
leads us to believe that the 
aircraft was shot down by 
North Korean aircraft. As. of 
this hour regretfully there 
has been no report of sur- 
vivors. 

Shortly after the Depart- 
ment of Defense received its 
first report that this recon- 
naissance aircraft may have 
been downed over the Sea of 
Japan by North Korean air- 
craft, a United States Air. 
Force C-130 search and res- 
cue aircraft departed Tachi- 
kawa Air Force Base, Japan. 

At 1:41 A.M. a flight of 
United States Air Force F-106 
aircraft departed Osan Air 
Force Base, Korea, for the 
area of the incident to per- 
form the mission of combat 
air support for the search 
and rescue aircraft. A United 
States Air Force KC-135 tank- 
er aircraft from Kadena Air 
Force Base, Okinawa, was 
also launched to provide air 
refueling support for the F-106 
aircraft. 

Other Planes Sent Out 

The HC-130 search and 
rescue aircraft was relieved 
by a U.S. Navy P-3 from 
Iwakuni Marine Corps Air 
Station, Japan, and another 
HC-130 from Tachikawa Air 
Force Base, which departed 
. about 7:30 A.M. The rescue 
aircraft ran search patterns 
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Cross marks the area where 
plane wreckage was found. 


in the area and dropped 
flares during the night. Crew 
members reported dim lights 
but there was no confirma- 
tion of any -survivors. The 
aircraft were searching in an 
area approximately 90 to 100 
nautical miles southeast of 
Chongjin, North Korea. 

Other aircraft, including 
HC-97’s, C-130’s and HU-16’s, 
H-83 helicopters, another P-3 
and additional HC-130’s from 
Tachikawa Air Force Base, 
Japan; Anderson Air Base, 


Guam; Clark Air Force Base, 
-the Philippines; Naha Air 
Base, Okinawa, and Iwakuni 
Marine Corps Station in Japan 
joined the search. * 

The U.S. Navy also dis- 
patched the U.S.S. Dale and 
the U.S.S. Henry W. Tucker 
at 8:30 P.M. Tuesday from 
Sasebo Naval Air Base, Japan, 
to assist in the search and res- 
cue mission* They are in the 
search area now. 

Soviet Aid Obtained 

At noon on Tuesday Sec- 
retary of State Rogers talked 
with Ambassador Dobrynin 
of the Soviet Union and re- 
quested his Government’s as- 
sistance in search and rescue 
efforts. Subsequently on Tues- 
. day it was reported from the. 
search area that two Soviet 
destroyer-type ships were op- 
erating in the immediate vi- 
cinity of the search area 
where a U.S, P-3 patrol air- 
craft had sighted debris in 
the water. U.S. aircraft as- 
sisted in directing the Soviet 
ship to the scene and in the 
recovery of some debris. 

Reconnaissance missions of 
this type have been flown 
for more than 20 years in the 
Sea of Japan. There was 
nothing unusual about the 
mission. In recent years these 
missions have been approved 
by high Government authori- 
ties in the State and Defense 
Departments, the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff and the White House* 
Each of these missions con- 
stitutes a lawful use of inter- 
national’ air space* 


